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NEWS 
Helping to bring the best of care closer to home in the North 

Generous Dona ons do make a  

difference for Healthcare in the North 
Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on Board 
and CEO presented Northern Health Board and 
Leadership with a cheque for over $1.3 million. 
This recognizes the generous dona ons from 
donors to the Spirit of the North who understand 
the immense need to help bring the best of care 
close to home in the north. 

“Spirit of the North is overwhelmed with the 
generosity of our Donors. They realize that health 
truly is our greatest wealth. Through directed 
dona ons to areas of greatest need, or areas near 
and dear to their heart, we are able to work 
collabora vely with Northern Health in the 
procurement of equipment at the best possible 
pricing,” commented Judy Neiser, CEO for Spirit of 
the North. 

Early detec on and more accurate diagnosis is key 
to achieving the best possible outcome for 

pa ents. Northern Health recognizes this and is 
gearing their equipment asks towards a menu of 
key diagnos c acquisi ons. The SPECT CT Scanner 
was the first in a mul year approach to be ering 
services and healthcare outcomes for residents of 
the North.   A large por on of this amount funded 
this capital campaign, which was reached in 
November and has been in place and taking 
pa ents since December 9th.   Addi onally 
equipment for Dawson Creek, Prince Rupert, and 
Burns Lake were part of this presenta on. A long 
list of equipment that include Panda Infant 
Warmers, a Hematology Analyzer, Pa ent Li s, 
Ultrasounds, Esophageal Dilators, has been funded 
by our Donors. “They should feel proud of the 
impact they make on the healthcare in our region”, 
said Neiser.   “This brings the total in just over a 
year of close to $3.0 Million.” 

The Founda on wants to recognize and thank our 
dedicated donors for their con nuous support. 

(L‐R): Spirit of the North Board 2nd Vice President David Yarmish, Northern Health President & 
CEO Cathy Ulrich, Northern Health Board Chair Dr. Charles Jago, Spirit Board President Trevor 

Lutes, Spirit CEO Judy Neiser and Spirit Board 1st vice President Colleen Sparrow. 
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Thank you for your support! 

None of this would be possible without 

generous dona ons from YOU, our  

valued donors; corporate partners;  

contribu ng chari es and founda ons 

and the Auxiliary to UHNBC. 

Thank you! 
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Loyal Order of the Moose keeps pa ents in touch with 
loved ones while in care. 

   
 

Recently the Loyal Order of the Moose selected to fund a program that allows pa ents to keep in touch with 
loved ones while in care.  The Hospitality Network for TV and Phone Rental program is administered through 
the Social Work Department at the University Hospital of Northern BC.   This program is designed specifically for 
pa ents who, for health reasons are unable to leave their beds or rooms, or seniors awai ng placement within 
a  Northern Health facility.   Some pa ents wait months for the right bed to become available and reaching out 
to a loved one through a phone call or watching television may be all the company they have.    This helps curb 
their stress and frustra on of being confined.   Funding had been provided for several years and stopped in 
2014.  “The Social Work Department is very grateful for any offer of support in filling this need for our pa ents”, 
said Linda Locheed, RSW, Chief Social worker for UHNBC.  “Depending on the length of stay for pa ents, it can 
provide a much needed service for many over the course of this next year.” 

 
      The Loyal Order of Moose is a fraternal and service organiza on founded in 1888, with nearly 1 million men 
in roughly 2,400 Lodges, in all 50 U.S. states and four Canadian provinces as well as Bermuda; along with its 
female auxiliary.  Locally they are known for doing many good things in the community but primarily for their 
Moose Hall on Douglas Street, where many events are held.  Rental from this hall provides funding to keep the 
facility up and running and an opportunity to donate any surplus to worthwhile chari es. 

 
We are thankful to the Loyal Order of the Moose for reenergizing this much needed program for pa ents in 

the North.  Thank you!! 

Photo courtesy of  
Hospitality Network 
h p://hospitalitynetwork.ca 

“Giving truly is the difference that makes the difference!” 

Loyal Order of the Moose Exectuive 
L‐R): Ray Cosh (Trustee), Al Desmarais (Jr Gov‐
ernor), Lindsay Hick (Trustee), Darrel Williams 
(Administrator), Dave Jones (Trustee), Bryan 
Adams (treasurer), Lyle Lambert (Prelate), 
Elmer Braun (Governor).   
Missing from photo is Bill Baxter 

The Moose Hall at  
663 Douglas Street  
in Prince George 
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   Healthcare in the North is a mul ‐faceted approach to be er out‐
comes.   This is good news for our generous donors as we can offer a 
“smorgasbord” of opportuni es that fit with what they would like to 
do and where they would like to see their dona ons used. 

   Recently we had the pleasure of working with a donor in the  
Quesnel area who wanted to be sure that his dona on was used to 
be er health outcomes  for cancer pa ents right here in the North.  
Having recently lost his wife to breast cancer that had metas zed 
into the liver and lungs, he and his family were interested in what 
would make a difference for others. 

   Dr. Robert Olson, Radia on Oncologist for the BC Cancer Agency —
Centre for the North was instrumental in selec ng a piece of equip‐
ment that would provide the most benefit to pa ents he sees on a 
regular basis….    The Diamond Detector (shown to the right).  Most 
conven onal radia on detectors use air‐filled cavi es ranging in  
volume from 0.01 to 0.6 cubic cen metres. The larger ones are the 
standard of choice for wide radia on fields (~5 ‐ 40 cm wide) that 
are used for machine calibra on, and the smaller ones are usually 
suitable for more narrow radia on beams (~2 ‐ 5 cm) that are re‐
quired by many modern clinical applica ons. However, for the most 
demanding types of modern treatments, employing high radia on 
doses to very small volumes requires smaller and more sensi ve 
detectors in order to have the utmost confidence that the desired 
delivery is actually what the machines are doing. These radia on 
beams may be as small as 0.6 cm wide, presen ng a significant  
challenge in radia on measurement.  

Partnering in the North …  

for be er health outcomes 

The new synthe c diamond detector sits to the right of the 
current probe used for pa ents.   “At 0.000004 cm3 it will 
allow us to confidently measure highly focussed radia on 
doses with an unparalleled degree of accuracy.” 

Quinn Ma hews, Ph.D. Medical Physicist  
BC Cancer Agency ‐ Centre for the North. 

 

   “This new synthe c diamond detector has a ac ve volume of only 0.000004 cubic cen metres, a factor of 2500 mes smaller than 
the smallest air‐filled cavity detector available.  Other detectors of similar sizes use Silicon as the ac ve element; these detectors 
require significant correc ons to the radia on measurements due to the large difference in atomic composi on between silicon and 
human ssue. However, the synthe c diamond detector, made of carbon, gets much closer to what our bodies are made of, and 
gives us much more confidence in our measurements” stated Quinn Ma hews, Ph.D. who is a Medical Physicist at the BC Cancer 
Agency ‐ Centre for the North. 

   “This detector will allow us to confidently measure highly focussed radia on doses with an unparalleled degree of accuracy, allow‐
ing us to confidently develop and ini ate more advanced treatments for challenging situa ons such as metastases, recurrences, or 
small primary tumours in the brain, lung, and liver. These newer treatments (now termed “Stereotac c Abla ve Body Radiotherapy, 
or SABR”) employ higher doses per treatment to much smaller volumes, in a much more compressed overall me frame, as com‐
pared to conven onal radia on therapy treatments. As such, treatment accuracy becomes ever more important to ensure pa ent 
safety and treatment efficacy.” 

   We are sincerely apprecia ve of the George Family for their significant contribu on to Spirit of the North.  Their generosity truly 
will make a difference in the lives of many cancer pa ents.  In turn we were happy to have partnered with the BC Cancer Agency—
Centre for the North on selec ng an item that will have the biggest impact to pa ents in the North.  Collabora vely we have set up a 
BC Cancer Agency —Centre for the North Fund where locally dona ons can be made through the Spirit of the North office.  All  
dona ons made to this fund will stay in the North. 

“Giving truly is the difference that makes the difference!” 

Don George (Donor) alongside 
his wife Jean, who sadly passed 
away November 2013 

Turn to Page 4 
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    For many years Sco abank has been assis ng many communi es in the North by fulfilling their dreams and more importantly 
their needs.  At Spirit of the North we have been fortunate to partner with this amazing and energe c group to help bring the best 
of care closer to home in the North.  We are proud of this partnership and thoroughly enjoy working with their fantas c team on 
many of our key events.  We aren't the only ones who think so.   Deservingly they have been recognized at a na onal level for 
outstanding leadership in their community.  
 
   On May 13th four local Sco abank managers, along with their respec ve teams, were recognized through the Sco abank Bright 
Future program for their work with Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on.  Branch Managers’ Trevor Lutes, PG CBC & Main 
Branch, Kathleen McCullough, Spruceland Branch, Vivienne Rogers, College Heights Branch, and Cheryl Engel, Hart Branch were 
on hand with many of their staff to present a cheque for $5000 to the Founda on. 

 

“Volunteering for the Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on 

is incredibly rewarding,” commented Lutes. “Healthcare touches 

all of us in one way or another.  I encourage others to get 

involved by finding a cause that they’re passionate about, 

because if they’re doing it for the right reason, it’s a natural fit.” 

Trevor Lutes, Branch Manager and  

                Board Chair, Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on 

   In addi on to serving as the Chair of the Board of Directors for the Founda on, Lutes along with this team of passionate 
Sco abankers have helped organize and run a number of events collec ng much needed funds for the Founda on.  One event is 
the Seniors Tea, an annual event held during the Spirit of the North’s Fes val of Trees where invited seniors dine among the 
fes ve decora ons. They have also partnered with the local Western Hockey League Team Prince George Cougars for Sco abank 
Hockey Day in Canada to raise over $3,500 benefi ng the Founda on and ul mately 
healthcare in the North. 

     The impact doesn’t stop there. They have 
volunteered over 116 hours of their me to the 
Annual Spirit of the North / Prince George 
Cougars Alumni Hospital Charity Golf 
Tournament that raised over $60,000 this past 
year. 
 
     The Sco abank Bright Future program is a 
global philanthropic vision which brings together 
the passion of their employees, the insight of 
their partners and the spirit of their 
communi es.  For over 175 years, Sco abankers have 
had a history of giving back to their communi es in 
order to create be er places to live and work. Through 
this program, their charitable efforts are aimed at being 
relevant and responsive to the needs of the local 
communi es at a very grassroots level. Their community 
efforts span the arts, educa on, social services and 
health care.     
 
     At Spirit of the North we are very fortunate to have 
become a charity of choice for their many endeavours.                                  

                                Thank You! 

Profile on a Community Partner...  
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Fes val of Trees …. Save the Date… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Located in the Atrium of UHNBC 

www.spirito henorth.ca 

     It’s hard to believe that its only approaching summer me and 
we are already busing working towards what should be the biggest 
Fes val of Trees ever.  In honour of Prince George’s 100th Birthday 
in 2015, our Fes val will have 100 Trees…. Yes that’s right… 100 
Trees!!!! 

     They are ordered and ready to be decorated.  We are calling on 
the community to be a big part of this celebra on for our fine city.  
Any individual or company wan ng to take on this task is invited to 
call the office and inquire.  We’re part way there already with many 
companies who are also celebra ng their special milestones al‐
ready reserving a tree to decorate.  

     You don’t want to decorate a tree?.... no problem!!!   A er this 
many years we have an inventory of very crea ve individuals with 
an eye for designing the most fantas c trees.  For a small fee or 
sponsorship we would be happy to assign one of our tree designers 
to work with you or your organiza on to reflect a fes ve arrange‐
ment.   

     Trees range in size from 5’‐ 7’ and if you sign up early we can 
special order any colour and any size of tree.   

     Of course we s ll invite individuals to submit wreaths, table cen‐
tres, li le trees and many other crea ve and fes ve pieces … you 
tell us your ideas, we’ll find a place for it. 

     Be part of the magic that happens every year at the Fes val of 
Trees.  This is a 10 day event that runs November 20—29, 2015 at 
Prince George Civic Centre in the heart of downtown Prince 
George. 

     All proceeds make a difference to healthcare in the North.  
Funds raised from this event make a significant impact on equip‐
ment, enhancements and educa on in the region, and all funds 
stay in the North. 

     Please join us … and help make a difference!! 

MISSION STATEMENT 

To facilitate philanthropic 

investment in the enhancement of 

healthcare throughout the referral 

area of UHNBC 
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     O en we are touched by our donors and their stories on why they choose to donate.    Recently we received a dona on that 
we felt compelled to share, of course with the donors’ blessing.  A er you read this story I believe you will feel like we do, that 
there was a need for a call to ac on, and a plea to our gracious donors to assist with this much needed piece of equipment. 
 
     June 12th is a day that Erin and Gerry B. along with Gracie and Quinn (now 7 and 3) celebrate a 
birthday for Ryann.  She would have been 5 years old this year.  What started off with a very normal 
pregnancy, and the excitement of another li le member of their family came to a very abrupt, and 
sad moment in June 2010 when news was delivered following an ultrasound appointment that they 
could no longer detect a baby’s heartbeat.  All previous appointments had been normal.  Erin felt fine, 
and other than the exhaus on every pregnant woman feels during those last few weeks and the urge 
to return to her normal body, there was no reason to think that in a very short me this would be the 
case.  At 39 weeks, what should have unfolded during the next several days took a dras c turn and 
now what was supposed to be an exci ng me for a young family turned into planning a funeral for 
their unborn child.  Confirmed by their doctor, the family was le  with no road map on how to face 
the days to come.  Shortly therea er, Erin was induced and delivered a 5 lb 15 oz baby.   It was a 
beau ful baby girl… ten li le fingers, ten li le toes.    
      
     One can’t even imagine the heartbreak of being on the maternity floor, seeing other parents with their babies and listening to 
li le cries, and feeling helpless and alone.  In all other ways Erin was s ll going through everything else that a new mom would.  
She had to heal, regain strength, deal with changes to her body that were meant to nurture this new li le one.   During the days 
that followed they were able to see Ryann when they wanted, but knowing her condi on, they had to request that she be 
brought up from the morgue, gently warmed up, and then placed in the basinet in the quiet room.    At mes this seemed to take 
longer than it should have, and for obvious reasons this was very different than every other new mom who could have her infant 
at bedside to hold whenever the urge took place. 

 
    Since that day Erin has been a resource to new moms in a similar situa on.  She has been 
vocal and bold about how real this is for many new parents.  She felt convinced that out of 
this there needed to be some good and started to share her story.  What she came across 
was something that was not available at UHNBC then, and to this day s ll is an item that 
resides on a wish list…. a Cuddle Cot.    The Cuddle Cot is interna onally recognized across 
the world as helping parents who suffer the loss of a baby.  Dealing with the death of a baby 
is clearly an incredibly difficult event for parents and families .  It enables family members to 
visit and meet the baby, siblings to meet one another and gives parents the op on to deal 
with a s llborn child in a loving and caring environment.   It’s about giving parents choices, 
and reassuring them that they can spend as much me as they like with their baby, without 
the fear of the baby needing to be cooled in a tradi onal mortuary.    These are the only 
moments families will have with their child.  The cost of one of these is $3,500 and are 
produced in the U.K.  

   UHNBC experiences on average 8 ‐ 12 s llborn births annually.    The staff is trained to deal with this situa on with the utmost 
care.   Erin recalls one nurse, named Sherry, who really provided excep onal care during her me in the hospital.  “She was 
respec ul, and caring, and was the first one to actually refer to the baby as a real person.  “She told me I had a beau ful baby 
girl,” said Erin. 
 
   Anyone wishing to help contribute to this much needed piece of equipment to add the Maternal Child Care Ward at the 
University Hospital of Northern BC is invited  to do so.  We sincerely appreciate your contribu ons immensely.  Dona ons can 
be made in person in the Atrium of the UHNBC or by mail to Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on, 1475 Edmonton 
Street, Prince George, BC V2M 1S2,  or online through www.spirito henorth.ca.   
 

“Giving… the Northern way of Caring” 

Healing a heart …  

Shown here a Moses Basket along with 
a complete Cuddle Cot Cooling System. 
Two velcro encapsula ng covers  and 
sheets are also required to make the 
system complete.  
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Colour Me !! 

     At Spirit of the North we enjoy hearing from our li lest supporters!   

     Their goodwill in emptying their piggy banks, choosing to donate to an area they are 
passionate about in lieu of birthday gi s, dona ons from lemonade stands, and so many 
other very innova ve and generous ways to support healthcare constantly amaze us.   

     We invite our philanthropic li le ones to colour the picture above and submit it to 
our office where we will proudly display them.    First, second and third place prizes will 
be awarded a small prize as a token of our apprecia on.   

     Hurry… contest closes August 15th, 2015. 

      

Name:  ____________________________________       Age: ____________ 

 

Contact Phone Number: _________________________________________ 



For informa on on the Board, visit 
www.spirito henorth.ca. 

Dave Yarmish 
2nd Vice President 

Darren Masse 
Past President 

Selen Alpay 
Director 

Chris ne Nicholson 
Director 

 
 

Trevor Slaney 
Director 

Don Gowan 
Director 

Linda Hohn 
Dir/Rep  

Auxiliary to UHNBC 

Colleen Sparrow 
1st Vice President 

Paul Stewart 
Treasurer/Reg. Rep 

Darcy Bryant 
Director 

Greg Houston 
Director 

Tom Sentes 
Director 

Bob Redden 
Director 

Steve Raper 
Representa ve,  
Northern Health 

Trevor Lutes 
President 
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B   D  

Dr. Susie Butow 
Dir. /Medical  Rep 

 

     Pa ents of today expect the very latest in medical treatment… 
and why shouldn’t they?... And why shouldn't we meet their 
needs? Servicing an area that encompasses a region representa ve 
of the top two thirds of the Province of BC and spanning an area of 
nearly 600,000 square kilometers in size, Northern Health 
represents an area larger than France. Offering health services in 
over two dozen communi es, ranging in size from a few hundred 
people to over 80,000 people, through 50 health facili es 
(including hospitals, community health centres, public health units, 
and long‐term care facili es) is challenging…. So it means being crea ve… 
innova ve… and allows us the opportunity to work with our donors to move 
forward in a way that will posi vely impact the way in which healthcare is 
delivered.  

     Working collabora vely with Northern Health means that the right equipment 
will end up in the right loca on, with the right tools, staffing, and pa ent load.  
Following the most recent capital campaign where our generous donors secured 
$1.4 Million for a Diagnos c Spect CT Camera, we are moving forward soon with 
our next capital campaign that will broaden the diagnos c imaging capabili es for 
Northern Health.  Quicker and more accurate diagnosis, means be er health 
outcomes for pa ents.  That’s exci ng for us!!!   It means that pa ents will receive 
the best of care closer to home.    

     On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Spirit Staff and myself, we respect the 
trust, you as donors, put in us and more importantly we thank you for being part of 
a mission to support raising funds that will make a difference. At Spirit of the 
North we enjoy mee ng with our donors. Some mes this means helping them 
to understand how they can make a big impact now, or through leaving a legacy 
gi  that will help to bring the best of care closer to home for many years to 
come. 

     Please know that we are happy to meet with you at any me to help you 
with your goals and objec ves in philanthropy. Dona ons of any size are 
graciously accepted, receipted, and truly do make a difference.   

Have a safe and happy summer! 

CEO Corner 

Judy Neiser 

S    N  H  F   
 
1475 Edmonton Street 
Prince George, BC 
V2M 1S2 
 
Telephone: 250.565.2515   Fax: 250.565.2595 
Email: spirito henorth@northernhealth.ca 
Twi er: @Spirit_North 
 
Founda on Staff 
Judy Neiser, CEO 
Melissa Veregin, Community Engagement Coordinator 
Danielle Greenslade, Client Rela ons Assistant 
 
www.spirito henorth.ca 


