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Leading the way in Medical Imaging
After close to two years of raising funds
to support a Diagnostic Spect CT ,
December 9th marked a momentous day
for donors to the Spirit of the North
Healthcare Foundation. “On behalf of
our generous donors, I couldn't be
happier for the record time in which this
major capital request was completed.
Our donors recognized the need and
when called upon they rose to the
occasion, giving very generously to see
this project through to completion.”
commented Judy Neiser, CEO for Spirit
of the North.

as patients with problems in their bones
and joints, spine, can even detect
blockages in the brain and help detect
some forms of dementia. In addition its
leading edge technology emits lower
levels of radiation than most of the older
models.

Thank you for your support!

Although Esther’s diagnosis was related
to a rare form of thyroid cancer, the
equipment may possibly have detected
her condition.
It is designed for
oncology and so much more. Cardiology
patients will benefit a great deal as well

Esther Holoien was the first patient to
undergo an examination through the
Discovery 670 Spect CT Scanner at
UHNBC.
Citizen Photo by
Brent Braaten
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New Equipment 2nd of its Kind in the Province
Working collaboratively with Northern Health means
that equipment purchased is what is needed. Two
years ago, when the Spect CT was identified as the
area of greatest need, we set out with an ask from
residents in the service delivery area of Northern
Health of $1.4 Million dollars. A portion of this would
be to reinforce the flooring that supported the area of
UHNBC the machine would be located. Aside from
that Northern Health would attract, train and retain
employees that were skilled in this area of diagnostics.
Although the ask was a large amount, the rationalization was very complete. It made sense. So much so
that the Auxiliary to UHNBC kicked in the first
$200,000 towards the item. This is where it started;
many fund raising events later and many personal
donations of significant value, with an opportunity for
everyone to be involved saw this equipment secured in
record time. This is a win-win for healthcare in the
North.
Our sincere appreciation to everyone who gave
generously or was part of an event that raised funds
for this equipment.
Here are a few generous
donations.

Initial support provided by
Auxiliary to UHNBC for $200,000

“Giving truly is the difference that makes the difference!”
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Donors Dollars at Work
Annual Grants totalling $87,320 on behalf of our Sustainable Supporters were issued to the following
charities:
 YMCA of Northern BC
 PG Hospice Society
 Northern Supportive Recovery Society
 Child Development Centre (PG)
 Canadian Cancer Society—Kordyban Lodge
 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada
 AIMHI
 SPCA
At Spirit of the North, through our Sustainable Supporter program, we can be your “one-stop” giving charity.
Through monthly or annual donations, you can direct your donation to Spirit of the North and many
healthcare related worthwhile agencies.
During the past six months $1.6 Million in direct Grants to Northern Health was provided to fund education,
enhance services, and fund such equipment as the following—to name a few:


























Diagnostic Spect CT Scanner
Renovations to Nuclear Medicine
Panda Infant Warmer (Burns Lake)
Slit Lamp-Topcon (Burns Lake)
Panda Infant Warmer (Dawson Creek)
Hematology Analyzer (2) (Prince Rupert)
None of this would be possible without
Patient Lift
generous donations from you, our
Chloridometer
valued donors; corporate partners;
Portable Ultrasound
contributing Charitable Societies and
Azuki Ice Machine
Foundations and the Auxiliary to UHNBC.
Furniture—Adult Psych Unit
Landscaping at Parkside
Stago Cap Piercer
Esophageal Dilators
Beds for Nechako Treatment Centre—Youth MHA
Home Hemo Monitor
Wound Vac
Equipment for Respiratory Therapy Department
Diagnostic Ultrasound
Ultrasound Machine Room 2
Seniors Wellness Program
Pediatric Oxygen and Flow Analyzer
Burn dressings
Kordyban Lodge Pledge
Education in Food Service & Nutrition, Cancer Care and Perioperative Programs

Thank you!
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Little Ones with Very Big Hearts
We are constantly amazed
at our young donors.
Having that “giving” spirit
at a young age is so
touching. Throughout the
year many of the North’s
littlest
patients
have
grown very big hearts.
When Ethan turned 7 he
decided that he didn’t
need any birthday gifts
and instead asked those
he invited to his birthday
to bring what they would
have spent in cash instead.
He kept half and donated
the other half to the
pediatrics ward at UHNBC.
Being born at 28 weeks,
and having had a few trips
to UHNBC over the years,
he knows how sad it can
be to be in the hospital and
that the smallest of things
can brighten any patients’
stay.

6 year
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Moving Forward… What’s Next?
In the Spring of 2014, a full
scale review of medical
imaging diagnostic services
was
commissioned
by
Northern Health. The changing
demographics of the region,
the influence of external
factors such as industrial
activity in the North, and the
need to assess the condition
of equipment and put in place
a replacement schedule all
contributed to a region wide
base line on medical imaging
equipment and services. While
the results are fully being
analyzed and information
disseminated throughout the
region, what has been clear is
that the next fundraising
campaign will be towards
diagnostics and upgrading or
replacing medical imaging
equipment.
The Spirit of the North will
play a role in support of this
initiative and through its
donors work towards a goal of
bringing the best of care
closer to home in the North.

Save the Date…

Cathy Ulrich,
CEO And President
Northern Health

"Our foundations, and the
people that support them, are
essential partners in the
delivery of health care in
Prince George and the North."

At Spirit of the North, we hope
you, our generous donors, will
continue to support this
journey.

MISSION STATEMENT
To facilitate philanthropic
investment in the enhancement of
healthcare throughout the referral
area of UHNBC

AND …. 2015 Festival of Trees
- November 20—29, 2015
- Prince George Civic Centre
For up to date information
check us out at
www.spiritofthenorth.ca
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A New “Spirit” in Town
Meet Spirit the Caribou!
Spirit of the North and Northern Health introduce the newest member of the Northern Health family –
Spirit the Caribou. Spirit evolved following a region wide contest held by Northern Health to develop a
mascot to promote healthy habits that begin at a young age and carry on for life.
Spirit will encourage:






physical activity (children need 60 minutes of moderate to
vigorous physical activity per day);
healthy eating;
not using tobacco products;
proper dental hygiene; and
injury prevention, including making sure to wear helmets and
other protective equipment.

The dark brown, white-snouted mascot looked pretty sporty as it
made its debut to the Grade 8 students at Duchess Park Secondary
School on January 14th. There to welcome him was 13 year old
Isabelle Stratton, who designed the winning mascot. “I decided to
make a caribou because they’re an endangered species and it’s
important for them to stay healthy and have a safe environment
much like we need to do as humans,” said Stratton.
Spirit of the North, through its valued
donors identified this as an
opportunity to bring the best of care
closer to home in the North in a
proactive way. “Many children, for a
variety of reasons, don’t have healthy
Isabelle Stratton stands alonglifestyles.” said Judy Neiser, CEO.
side “Spirit” the Caribou
“Working with our Donors we felt
there was a good fit with what Northern Health was working towards and
Spirit’s mission. It was a chance to provide funding towards positive
upstream health outcomes”.
We hope the North will embrace Spirit when they see him. He truly has a
northern presence and should be at many events throughout the region.
Original Entry and Artistic
Rendition
Turn to Page 8
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Board of Directors

Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation
1475 Edmonton Street
Prince George, BC
V2M 1S2

Trevor Lutes
President

Telephone: 250.565.2515
Fax: 250.565.2595
Email: spiritofthenorth@northernhealth.ca
Twitter: @Spirit_North
Foundation Staff
Judy Neiser, CEO
Melissa Veregin, Community Engagement Coordinator
Danielle Greenslade, Client Relations Assistant
www.spiritofthenorth.ca

Darren Masse
Past President

Colleen Sparrow
1st Vice President

Dave Yarmish
Paul Stewart
2nd Vice President Treasurer/Reg. Rep

CEO Corner
Since Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation’s
establishment close to 24 years ago, more than $32
million has been contributed towards services, equipment
and education.
Gifts include radiographic suites, ultrasound units, a Judy Neiser
burn tank, a gamma camera, an MRI, crash carts, and
the latest state of the art Diagnostic Spect CT. Major renovations to
Jubilee Lodge and the Maternal Child Centre of Excellence at UHNBC have
been funded through the Foundation. This doesn’t happen without the
support of so many generous individuals and business leaders. The Donor
Wall in the atrium at UHNBC proudly displays many of our generous
supporters including the Auxiliary to UHNBC, for which we are truly
grateful. We would be pleased to work with anyone wishing to leave a
legacy for future patients, create an endowment, purchase a specific
piece of equipment, or give to the tiniest request.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Spirit Staff and myself, we respect
the trust you, as donors, place with us to ensure your area of interest in
healthcare is supported. Thank you for being part of a mission to bring the
best of care closer to home in the North. We are humbled by such generous
support.
We are happy to meet with you at any time to help you
with your goals and objectives in philanthropy. Donations
of any size are graciously accepted, receipted, and truly
do make a difference. Happy Spring to all!

Selen Alpay
Director

Darcy Bryant
Director

Don Gowan
Director

Greg Houston
Director

Darrell Hubbell Christine Nicholson
Director
Director

Bob Redden
Director

Trevor Slaney
Director

Tom Sentes
Director

Dr. Susie Butow
Dir. /Medical Rep

Steve Raper
Linda Hohn
Representative,
Dir/Rep
Auxiliary to UHNBC Northern Health
For information on the Board, visit
www.spiritofthenorth.ca.

