Canfor Dona on Completes Fundraising Eﬀorts for
Dedicated Molecular Diagnos c Lab for the Region
Funding for the Dedicated Molecular Diagnos c Lab is now complete thanks to a signiﬁcant dona on from Canfor of $100,000.
This represents roughly one third of the funds needed to support the comple on of this addi on to UHNBC. This project started
last fall and served as the area of greatest need throughout the annual Fes val of Trees Fundraising Event. Even though the event
itself was “Reimagined,” dona ons for the expansion of molecular diagnos cs and the need to have increased tes ng capacity
here at home was keenly supported. Having increased tes ng capacity for COVID‐19 and inﬂuenza along with more rapid test
results to help front line clinicians make important treatment and management decisions would ul mately provide best possible
care to pa ents throughout the Region.
“We are incredibly thankful to so many donors who stepped up to see that this will become a reality.” said Judy Neiser, CEO for
the Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda on. “When Canfor went one step further to support the ﬁnal amount needed we were
so grateful. They are a big employer in the region and this has had an impact on their workforce and their families too. It really is
a big statement for the region of how much they truly care.”
“As the impact of COVID‐19 grew in northern BC
towards the end of last year, we recognized the
signiﬁcant need for dedicated molecular tes ng in the
region. Beyond the pandemic, the lab will con nue to
provide important tes ng and diagnos cs for viral
illnesses and will contribute to improving health care in
the region. The health and wellbeing of our employees
and communi es is very important to us,” said Kevin
Horsnell, Vice President, Opera ons for Canfor.
“The pandemic has illustrated how quickly infec ons
can spread. Since the pandemic began our employees
have diligently worked to implement our COVID‐19
safety procedures and protocols to help contain the
spread. Eﬃcient tes ng and diagnos cs are also key
Kevin Horsnell, Vice President Opera ons, Canfor and
components to limi ng infec ons in our communi es, Kevin Anderson, Vice President, Opera ons and Innova on for
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diagnos cs lab,” said Kevin Anderson, Vice President,
Opera ons and Innova on for Canfor Pulp.
With funding now complete, and the major lab equipment already on site, Northern Health can soon begin the development of
the full Dedicated Molecular Diagnos c Lab. Endorsed by Lead Physician and Pathologist Dr. Randall Dumont, he claims that this
rapidly expanding ﬁeld is considered the gold standard and in the future can have so many addi onal beneﬁts for tes ng
throughout the Region. Today marks a great day for pa ents in Northern BC!
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Healthcare touches us all, each of us in diﬀerent ways. Give
to the area that touches your heart, give to make a
diﬀerence!

Thank you!

