
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S 
hriners Club of Prince George once again wows us with a donation to-

wards patient comfort and safety needs at Jubilee Lodge in the amount 

of... 

      $44,000 dollars!! 

The Shriners Club of Prince George has continually supported healthcare in the 

region through the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation, so much so that 

they don a star representing over $1million dollars in contributions on the do-

nor wall in the Atrium at UHNBC!!  Much of this was through the Shriners Tele-

thon, a signature event for the organization, that ran for many years and was 

supported well throughout the region.   

      

Myron Sambad, pictured left above, is also the founding President of what 

was then the Prince George Regional Hospital Foundation which you now know 

as the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation.  He, along with fellow 

Shriner, Leonard Timmins were pleased to be able to provide this significant 

donation to an area near and dear to them both.  

           Thank you! 
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Your Generous Contributions Will Support the Purchase of… 

SimMom 
SimMom is an advanced full body birthing simula-
tor with accurate anatomy and functionality to fa-
cilitate multi-professional obstetric training of birth 
management, with both manual and automatic de-
livery modes. 
 
Learning to make quick decisions during child birth 

can mean the difference between life and death. Preparing for these unexpected, high-risk 
events by accurately assessing and responding appropriately,  the well-trained healthcare 
professional to be better equipped to ensure the best possible outcomes. UHNBC is a teach-
ing hospital providing state of the art equipment for both learning and treatment. Not only 
providing best in class teaching but also increasing the ability to attract and retain healthcare 
professionals to the region. 
 

“Please join us  

for one of our  

most significant  

fundraising events. 

All funding raised 

from this event will 

support Clinical  

Simulation  

at UHNBC” 

 

If you are unable to 

make it… Lucky 

you.  You are still 

able to make a do-

nation to support 

this great cause.  

See us today !!! 

Cervix: The durable silicone cervix can dilate from 
4 cm to 10 cm. The cervix module is used with the 
Birthing Baby for deliveries.  

Amniotic bag: The Birthing Baby can be used in the amniotic 
bag to extend the level of realism during delivery and to 
simulate the rupturing of the membranes during delivery. 
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Copper Falls Custom Home Builders Giving Back In a Big Way! 

Tim Prentice, from Re/Max Centre City Realty, 

will be happy to show you around this beautiful 

home. The Copper Project 2019…   is a beautiful, 

quality-built home by Copper Falls Custom 

Homes, located at the Aberdeen Glen Golf 

Course. This home has 3 bedrooms, a 4-pc bath 

and 4-pc ensuite, a large living room, separate 

dining room and spacious kitchen--with access to 

the covered deck, great for family gatherings. 

Also, a deck overlooking the golf course. The 

basement is finished, and has 1 bedroom, a 4-pc bath, rec room, office, and access to the garage. An appli-

ance package includes: fridge/ stove/ dishwasher and built-in microwave. This beautiful home is now for 

sale and when it is sold, the net proceeds will be donated to Spirit of the North Healthcare Founda-

tion. MLS#R2361739 

Complete details on the project can be found at www.spiritofthenorth.ca or www.copperfalls.ca 

At Copper Falls Custom Homes, both Brent and Jeff 

believe giving back to the community that supports 

them  is very important. Both co-owners grew up in 

Prince George and now raise their families here as 

well.  “Knowing our healthcare system can take care 

of our loved ones when they need help is beyond 

words. Being fortunate enough to be in the position to 

give back is something we don’t take for granted and 

know that the opportunity to be in that position is be-

cause of the people here supporting our company and 

what we do.”   They feel that giving to healthcare in 

the north to help provide treatment and prevention is 

an amazing way to strengthen the community. Last 

year collectively they made a significant donation of 

$90,000 after the sale of the custom home. This repre-

sented their gift along with the gifts of many of their 

sub-contractors and trades people. 
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Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation 

2019 Annual General Meeting 

Last year presented opportunities for continued support for smaller capital cam-

paigns that were loaded with impact! 

 The completion of a dedicated maternal O.R. was fully funded as our donors supported a state of the art 

birthing centre for high risk births for a total value of close $300,000!! 

 Four 4D Echo Cardio Ultrasounds with a total value of $630,000!! 

 Northern clinical receives two major replacements with SimBaby and SimNewB 

 Copper Falls builds a home directing sale proceeds to three key areas of need!  

 Vista Radio Group partners to create the inaugural Duck Drop! 

Three new areas of interest 

launched! 

 Mental Health and Wellness with the opportuni-

ty for donors to provide for a calming room here at 

UHNBC.  

 Auxiliary, with a 3-way partnership with North-

ern Health and Spirit of the North, donating $100,000 

each for a total of $300,000 for new beds and more 

at Jubilee Lodge.  

 Spirit of Healthy Kids delivers healthy choices, 

activities, reading, and philanthropy to over 4,000 

homes in School District #57 

Thank you to the donors who have entrusted the Spirit 

of the North Healthcare Foundation. Collectively, we 

appreciate the dedication and commitment you pro-

vide and enable us to grow in the region. We help 

drive positive change through our ability to grant your 

generous support to those who provide service, pur-

chase equipment, develop programs and lobby the 

government for everything that the north needs. To-

gether we can build a more vibrant and healthy re-

gion, right here at home in the North, where we live, 

work and play.  

Our mission is to nurture our trusted relationships with our generous  

donors, healthcare and community partners, and champion excep-

tional health outcomes for Northern B.C 
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Everyone here at  Spirit of the North Healthcare 

Foundation would like to take this moment to rec-

ognise and pay tribute to a truly memorable indi-

vidual, philanthropist, patron, and friend.  

Gary Samis was a long time supporter of Spirit of 

the North, both personally and professionally. He, 

along with Ken Goss, reinvented the long time hospital charity pro-am 

tournament and rebranded it in partnership with the Prince George Cou-

gars. Now in its 8th year, in large part because of Gary’s vision, it has  

realized more than $500,000 dollars in donations to go to healthcare, 

primarily in the area of Cardiac care. We can not thank you enough 

Gary for all your generosity, time, and most of all your passion. Your 

legacy surely continues with your loved ones, Theresa, Allyson and Ryan 

and in the state of the art equipment that continues to provide care here 

at home in the North. 

                     Vivid Q Cardiac Ultrasound 

This year proceeds will purchase a Vivid Q Cardiac Ultrasound for 
the operating rooms and in particular the Anaesthetist. This is used to 
visualize veins and arteries and other structures in the body during 
insertion of monitoring cables and lines. This unit is state of the art 

and allows a more precise entry, provides better visibility for vascu-
lar access, less complications, and assists in providing better pain con-
trol. It can be used for a wider range of procedures as well, such as 

pacemakers and valves. 

Thank you to all those who participated in this year’s event. 

~ Judy Neiser, CEO Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation 

Alumni Golf Tournament Raises the Ball for Healthcare 
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A Gift of Kindness...      

A Gift of Kindness can come from the most  

unexpected places, organic moments that 

can change a life forever. For Michael, it’s 

thanks to his tremendously caring RN 

Frankie, her friend Ron, and a super-bowl 

party. 

Michael Nelson has endured every hard-

ship imaginable.  At only 28 his life was 

forever changed 10 years ago when he 

was tragically left paralyzed and in a 

wheelchair. His journey since has been 

fraught with challenges but you wouldn't 

know that to meet him.  Frankie lovingly 

says Michael is a kind and positive person, 

never one for brooding and he keeps a 

positive outlook. Still, this has meant simple tasks like going to the bank could mean waiting 

outside for the wheelchair lift transport sometimes up to an hour, in –30C, to go to the 

bank and only spend 10 minutes there, just to wait again for transportation back. Snow, 

and the hill from Parkwood to Iris House make living a life, especially an independent life 

outside of Iris House, horribly challenging, and even more-so in the winter months. 

So while Frankie St Croix was at a super-bowl party with  her good friend Ron Mac Ad-

ams, she found out he had an electric wheelchair in his possession, that he had no use for, 

he hadn’t been able to sell, and was uncertain what to do with it. Frankie knew just what to 

do. Luckily Frankie had worked with Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation in the past 

so she suggested giving the gift to Iris House as a Gift in Kind. This is something that is 

available to our Donors in compliance with the CRA and the rules of receipting on an as-

sessed value basis.  Ron being truly giving, donated the wheelchair to Spirit, who in turn 

allocated it to Iris House and now Michael has the use of it and is cruising towards more 

independence! Ron changed Michaels world and we were merely the gateway.    

 If  you are interested in making a donation of  

a gift in kind, please note that some restrictions 

and qualifications apply.  Please contact the 

office for the correct information and forms. 
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 The Season of Giving to  

Healthcare 2019 

As it is every year, this years is no exception, your 
support through the Festival of Trees will be im-
proving healthcare outcomes for people here in 
the North by funding another ambitious piece of 
equipment.   This year we are excited to announce 
that proceeds will be directed 100% to funding 
the Boston Scientific SpyGlass™ DS System .   
 
Endorsed by our physician lead, Dr. Gilbert  
Wankling, this system represents state of the art 
equipment with this being the third of its kind in the 
province.  VGH and St. Pauls are the only other 
locations where this unit can be found.  The best 
part is that there is space available, and trained 
healthcare professionals and physicians already in 
place to make the most of this acquisition.  In 
short—The SpyGlass™ DS System enables direct 
visualization of the pancreatic and bile ducts, is 
used to evaluate suspected benign and malignant 

conditions, and is used for the treatment of difficult stones and strictures.  This unit is less  
invasive, does not require sedation and enables high resolution imaging and therapy during 
an ERCP procedure to target biopsies, fragment stones through lithotripsy, and remove  

residual stones, stone fragments, and foreign bodies such as migrated stents. 

Using the The SpyGlass™ DS System compared to traditional ERCP may result in more  
efficient evaluation, help reduce the need for additional testing and repeat procedures 
and enable patients to receive treatment sooner.  See first hand how this system works at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XyrghtGWO4 
 
SpyGlass DS provides visualization and access for diagnostic and therapeutic  

applications, including: 

-Gallbladder Cancer     -Pancreatic Cancer 
-Biliary System Cancer     -Bile Duct Cancer      
-Pancreatic Stones/ Debris    -Pancreatitis  
-Intraductal Pancreatic Mucinous Tumor (PMT) -Primary Sclerosing Cholangitis (PSC) 
-Intraductal Papillary Mucinous Neoplasms of  -Choledocholithiasis and Cholelithiasis (Gallstones)  
 the Pancreas (IPMN)     -Biliary papillomatosis  
-Intraductal Papillary Mucinous Tumors of  -Indeterminate Pancreatic Strictures/Masses  

 the Pancreas (IPMT) 

Join Us and Be Part of the Magic! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XyrghtGWO4
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Patients of today expect the very latest in medical treatment… and why shouldn’t 
they?... And why shouldn't we meet their needs? Servicing an area that encom-
passes a region representative of the top two thirds of the Province of BC and span-
ning an area of nearly 600,000 square kilometers in size, Northern Health represents 
an area larger than France. Offering health services in over two dozen communities, 
ranging in size from a few hundred people to over 80,000 people, through 50 health 
facilities (including hospitals, community health centres, public health units, and long-
term care facilities) is challenging…. So it means being creative… innovative… and 
allows us the opportunity to work with our donors to move forward in a way that will 

positively impact the way in which healthcare is delivered.  

     Working collaboratively with Northern Health means that the right equipment will 
end up in the right location, with the right tools, staffing, and patient load. Our current 
capital campaigns reflect what is needed but more often it reflects what you — our 
generous donors feel is needed in the community. Quicker and more accurate diagno-
sis, shorter wait times, and leading edge technology, means better health outcomes 
for patients.  That’s exciting for us!!!  It means that patients will receive the best of 

care closer to home.    

     On behalf of the Board of Directors, the Spirit Staff and myself, we respect the 
trust, you as donors, put in us and more importantly we thank you for being part of a 
mission to support raising funds that will make a difference. At Spirit of the North we 
enjoy meeting with our donors. Sometimes this means helping them to under-
stand how they can make a big impact now, or through leaving a legacy gift that 

will help to bring the best of care closer to home for many years to come.  

     Please know that we are happy to meet with you at any time to help you with 
your goals and objectives in philanthropy. Donations of any size are graciously 

accepted, receipted, and truly do make a difference.   
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