
 

 Spring 2018 

Look who’s celebrating!!! 

 Normally we would never think of mentioning the Holiday Season or Santa let alone Christmas Trees, 

in a Spring Newsletter.  I think you’ll all agree that this has been a long winter for everyone.  Having said 

that, as there is still plenty of snow on the ground, it seems only fitting that we let you in on a little secret.  

This November  - our very own Festival of Trees is celebrating a big milestone.  That’s right — on November 

23rd we will be bringing the Festival of Trees’ 25th Anniversary celebration to our community once again.   

This is a significant milestone because of the generous hearts that pour so much time, effort, energy and ex-

pertise into this event.   These are primarily volunteers; many that have been there for 25 years or a good 

portion of these years.  We simply could never have reached this milestone without these special individuals 

that are our Festival Family!!   

 If you would like to be part of the magic by decorating a tree, making a creative piece, volunteering or 

sponsoring one of our fantastic events, please let us know.   Our committee is already knee deep in planning 

and we promise that it will be something spectacular!!!  Check the www.festivaloftreespg.ca website often 

for updates. 

 Over the past 25 years, proceeds from this event have extensively funded pieces of equipment that 

have been badly needed for the region.  An ER crash cart, surgical laser system, surgical lights for Ambulato-

ry Care, infusion pumps for chemotherapy treatments, ophthalmology equipment, mini C-Arm, Diagnostic 

Spect CT, MaldiTof Mass Spectrometer, just to name a few, with the last two years focusing on peripheral  
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equipment for the Breast Health Imaging Cen-

tre at UHNBC.  Through the amazing support 

of our donors and sponsors of this event there 

have been major changes in the way 

healthcare can be delivered.  Equipment is 

new and state of the art, wait times are being 

reduced for some services, and with this goes 

the ability to attract new professionals to this 

area.  All of this provides better health out-

comes for patients in the north.  Thank you!!   

… as we can only do what we do because of 

the trust you place in us and our work. 
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 For many years now the Burn Fund has been supportive of 

the work that UHNBC does as a Level 2 care facility for burn 

wound management and care.  On January 24th, along with 

representatives from the Prince George IAFF Local 1372, their 

latest donation of an Argo Carendo chair was presented during 

the unveiling of the new burn and wound care shower area at 

UHNBC.    This is a result of years of work and input by many of 

those affected deeply by fires in the region.  Members from the 

recently established “Future is Mine” program were on hand to 

celebrate what they have advocated for and were instrumental 

in bringing to light as burn survivors.   Sadly the area has been 

affected by many industrial and individual fires that have caused 

many to suffer the long road to recovery.  Treatment can be 

very painful and infection is always a concern.   

 Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation has a long 

established relationship with the Prince George Fire Fighters 

Local 1372  and work closely with them and the Burn Fund to 

see that fundraising done locally directly benefits those in the 

north affected by burns.   

 Spirit is  so happy to see this partnership come together 

with such amazing results!  We were happy to listen to 

concerns, work with Northern Health, who ultimately provide 

great care to these patients, and come up with a plan to deliver 

better care.   The result being the new Carendo chair that 

provides easier and more comfortable access for patient care 

along with a new burn and wound care shower area, funded by 

proceeds from softball tournaments the last few years hosted 

by the Pineview Volunteer Firefighters.  Annually this group 

holds a softball tournament in mid-summer that continues to 

grow more and more each year.  When determining where their 

funds would go, this became a natural fit. We are thankful to 

each group for their separate contributions for what collectively   

makes up the opportunity to provide better health outcomes for 

patients in the North.  This represents a total project of close to 

$20,000!    

Making a Difference….. 
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Last year, the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation embarked on a capital campaign consisting of 4 pieces of  

dedicated cardiac diagnostic and emergency treatment equipment for a total of $500,000. To date, through the 

generosity of our donors, we have raised just over half of this amount. We still have a ways to go ….. and we hope 

you will join us on Spirit Day, May 3rd where we will take one step closer to completing this goal. 

100% of your gift is eligible for a charitable tax receipt.  

Charitable Business #137869897 

 

Help us with this next step in making a Regional Cardiac Centre a reality. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 

How can you make a difference ….. 

This donation form may be returned on or before May 

3rd and even after this date to: 

Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation 

Atrium, University Hospital of Northern BC 

1475 Edmonton St. Prince George, BC V2M 1S2 

Contact us by email or phone: 

SpiritoftheNorth@northernhealth.ca | 250-565-2515 

 

Charitable Donation Form 

Gift Amount:  $    Date: 

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. / Dr.:  
(Circle One) 

Phone: Email: 

City / Postal Code: 

Credit Card #:    Expiry:        / 

Payment Type:  Cash/Cheque  Visa         M/C         AMEX 

Signature 

Address: 

Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation is proud to 

partner with Tim Hortons in Prince George through Spirit 

Day 2018, the upcoming Smile Cookie Campaign & the 

2018 Festival of Trees!  
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Becoming a member of the Sustaining Support Program 
(SSP) makes giving easy! Together we can bring the best 
of care close to home in the North! 
 
Becoming a Sustaining Supporter is a convenient and 
affordable way to invest in the health of your communi-
ty. Donating monthly allows you to budget your contribu-
tion and make a significant donation over the course of 
the year, and you can direct it to whatever area of inter-
est or concern you would like to support. 

It’s SO easy – your donation can be made automatically 
by electronic fund transfer from your chequing account 
or by credit card. 

You can sign up for monthly gifts of $10, $15, $25 or any 
amount you choose. Your donations are safely and se-
curely automatically withdrawn from your bank account 
or processed on your credit card every month – and you 
can change the amount or cancel at any time. 

As a Sustaining Supporter you may be eligible to become 
a member of the Presidents Club which includes voting 
privileges at the Annual General Meeting. 

Ways to join the Monthly Giving Club or for more infor-
mation: 
 
 Call the Spirit of the North Health Foundation office: 

250-565-2515 
 Download and complete the SSP Form at  

Spiritofthenorth.ca / ways to give and return to us 
 
You will receive one tax receipt at the end of the year for 
all your monthly gifts in the previous calendar year. 

 

Consider becoming a Sustaining Supporter 

 

 Why do you support Spirit of the 

North? Share your story here. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

WINE LOVERS DINNER ~ SEPT 28 

Welcome back, Danielle! 
We are delighted to announce that Danielle 
Greenslade has joined our Spirit team once 
again following a brief absence as Client Rela-
tions Assistant. Dani rejoined our team on 
March 5th and will be happy to assist you 
when you call or drop by the office.  
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Thank You! 
 

We are so appreciative of our many donors and sponsors who kindly donated to help these amazing stu-
dents compete in Boston in 2017.  We reached out for your support and were truly humbled by the gener-
osity that came forward.  This is the second year that Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation has been 
working with the University Synthetic Biology Club in their quest to work through health related concerns.   

 

On behalf of all of you we would like to congratulate these students for proudly representing the north and 
achieving Bronze in the iGem competition where their goal was to address the issue of the antibiotic re-
sistance of MRSA.  As many of you are aware, MRSA is an infection caused by a type of staph bacteria that's 
become resistant to many of the antibiotics used to treat ordinary staph infections.  It can pose a great 
health concern to individuals. 

Join us today in making a difference for healthcare in the north…. 
 Right here at home, where we live, work, and play. 

 

If you are interested in supporting Healthcare Education, please see us today! 
Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation is located in the Atrium at UHNBC 

1475 Edmonton Street, Prince George, BC V2M 1S2 • (250) 565-2515 www.spiritofthenorth.ca  

Supporting Healthcare Education  

http://www.spiritofthenorth.ca
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The Prince George Cougars Alumni, Prince George Cougars, and Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation 
have had an amazing partnership over the past six years and thanks to the generosity of so many who attend 
and support the event,  it has raised nearly $400,000!  This year’s tournament will be on July 20th and 21st.  
Please contact Curtis Mayes (250) 565-2372  if you are interested in contributing to its success. 

 

Partnering in the Community ….. 

We take pride in partnering with the PG Cougars in other ways too! 

We believe strongly that the Act of Giving — begins at home;  when you are young— and doesn’t have to 
involve a financial obligation at all.   We believed in this so strongly that the Spirit of Healthy Kids embodies 
teaching school aged children to “Give Back”! 

Working on what already was an amazing program hosted by the 
Prince George Cougars—the Read to Succeed Program shared the 
belief that reading and physical activity daily was a healthy addi-
tion to most children’s lives.  Taking this one step further, North-
ern Health provided additional healthy living, wellness, and 
awareness tips and Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation 
embodied acts of kindness or giving.   We believe that if people 
are taught at a young age to “Give Back”,  in whatever way they 
can;  acts of kindness, being thoughtful, lending a hand, or sup-
porting a cause, then ultimately the goal of philanthropy has 
been met.   
Collectively this program was rebranded under the Spirit of 
Healthy Kids and is still administered through our  
wonderful hometown heroes—the Prince George Cougars.   In 
cooperation with School District #57, this program has now  
entered the homes of over 12,000 students since 2015. 

How do you choose to give back? 
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MANY, MANY THANKS! 

On behalf of our many generous donors, sponsors, and supporters who truly believe in better health 

outcomes for the North, Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation was pleased to provide funding this 

Spring to Northern Health’s facilities. With a mandate to fund equipment, education, and enhance-

ments to healthcare in the service delivery area to UHNBC, the following 

is a list of items funded with these proceeds. 

Item Location 

Cardiac Pacemaker Monitor Systems UHNBC 

Cancer Care Pumps / syringes Fraser Lake Health Facility 

Burn Wound Care  UHNBC 

OT Pressure Mapping System UHNBC 

Constellation Vision System UHNBC 

Otoacoustic Emission System UHNBC 

Acute Hospital & IPT Furniture Mackenzie  

Enteral Feeding Pumps UHNBC 

Transonic (Hemodialyis) Monitor Fort St. John 

Recreation / Lounge Chairs Spruceland Dormitory 

Variety Emergency Family Care Funding UHNBC 

Sit to Stand Admitting Desks UHNBC 

Automated Medication Dispensing Cabinet Mackenzie 

Breast Health Imaging Clinic* UHNBC 

Bone Density Measurement Machine UHNBC 

TOTAL $709,559.45 
*Partly funded by Auxiliary to UHNBC   
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 Spring is likely my favorite time of the year.  It’s a time of new 
beginnings and  a fresh start. Following the Festival of Trees in 
November/December, there is year end receipting and then a little 
much needed quiet time in January through to March where me 
and the wonderful Spirit Team get caught up and start planning and 
determining the needs for Healthcare in the North.   We work 
closely with Northern Health during this time to see what 
equipment and enhancements to healthcare are needed and start 
to create the case for support that we believe our donors need and 
deserve so that they are making informed decisions on where their 
hard earned dollars are going to be spent.   Much of what we do 
here at Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation starts to gear up 
in the Spring time.    

 This past year our dynamic board of industry and community 
leaders put a fair bit of time into a Strategic Planning session.  This 
is something that most boards do from time to time, but this year I 
must say that the respectful exercises, and thorough planning that 
was done were very inclusive, creative, and will undoubtedly set 
the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation on a reenergized 
path moving forward.  If you know any of these individuals I think 
you will agree that they are straight forward, trustworthy 
individuals who hold me accountable and that’s the way it should 
be.   In earning your trust and respect as a donor, I hope you find it 
reassuring to know that the Spirit Team is also held accountable by 
our Board of Directors, the community, CRA, and all of you who 
support us so immensely.  We can only do collectively what we do 
because you — our donors and supporters see value in the work 
being done, have a voice with your donated dollars, and that we 
live up to delivering the healthcare equipment as promised.   

   Thank you for 
continuing to  

entrust us to do 
good things for 

healthcare in the 
North. 

CEO Corner 
Judy Neiser, CEO 
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