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A breath of fresh air .. .
Prince George Firefighters Harley Davidson Raffle was once again a huge success! All 3,500 tickets were sold prior to
the draw that was held in March at the Prince George Harley-Davidson shop, in support of a new Hamilton G5
(breathing) Ventilator which will be used in several areas of the hospital. A potentially life-saving piece of equipment,
the ventilator will be used in several areas of UHNBC, including the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Pediatric Intensive
Care Unit, Intensive Care Unit, Emergency Department and Post Anesthetic Care Unit. These ventilator units are versatile instruments, capable of assisting the entire patient population, from neonate to adult, with a customary level of
respiratory care.
This was the 20th successful Harley Davidson Raffle and the Spirit of the North was once again proud to partner with
the amazing emergency response team of the Prince George Firefighters IAFF local 1372. More than $850,000 has
been raised through this annual fundraiser! This partnership continues making a difference in our region as we work
collectively to generate funds for burn survivor garments on an ongoing basis.
Lucky first prize winner, Arnold La Rose of Smithers, BC, can breathe in some fresh air while riding his new 2017 Harley
Davidson Road King. Tom McKeachie of Kamloops and Francis Alex of New Hazelton both won Harley gift certificates.
Congratulations to all!
These fundraisers wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t for the countless volunteer hours by the Firefighters, Costco Wholesale, Canadian Tire, and Harley
Davidson of Prince George. Without their dedication of time and energy for
the project, along with the contribution of space from local retailers, and our
partnership with Harley Davidson of Prince George, we wouldn’t be able to
see these exciting results. Of course, we can’t forget all the wonderful people
in our community and the surrounding regions for supporting our efforts to
enhance healthcare in the North. We couldn’t do it without you! They have
already started the 2018 raffle, so don’t be disappointed, you can get your
ticket now. Draw date is March 10, 2018.
This year through the generous donations that also came in supporting
healthcare for the fire evacuees, we were able to purchase a 2nd machine at
the same time. The kindness expressed by those who understood the immense impact on the local healthcare system with close to 11,000 evacuees
residing in Prince George, was heartfelt and we are thankful.
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Enhanced Cardiac Care in the North … One step closer
After a one year hiatus, Spirit’s annual radio
fundraiser returned for a 12th year under the
banner of ‘Spirit Day’. Raising over $70,000
throughout the 11 hour campaign, sponsors, volunteers, and valued donors truly gave from their
hearts. All funds donated through Spirit Day have
been directed toward funding for a suite of 4 ultrasounds with ECHO capabilities for cardiac diagnostics and emergency care at UHNBC. Spirit
Day was the initial kick-off to an overall campaign
valued at $500,000.

This year’s Bike-a-thon was the Punjabi Canadian

Purchasing this suite of ultrasounds will have significant impacts on cardiac patients of all ages,
reducing wait times and expanding access to
ECHO testing.

group. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!

We couldn’t have done this without the support of our broadcast partner the Jim Pattison
Group (101.3 The River, 99.3 The Drive and
CKPG News), and nearly 70 volunteers! We are
also most grateful to our event sponsors Northland Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, Rivers Edge Services, the Auxiliary to UHNBC, Tim Hortons at
UHNBC, and Karahi King Restaurant. We also
sincerely appreciate those who shared their
journey through cardiac illness. Their stories
made a big impact and we are grateful for the
open and heartfelt way in which they relayed
their messages.

Senior Society’s 8th annual event with a total of
$25,871 collected! They were so pleased with the
support they received. This is their highest year in
terms of dollars raised and brings the total to over
$100,000 that they have raised for healthcare in
the north. This year’s event was dedicated towards
the Regional Cardiac Strategy, a cause they are
passionate about. As we are every year, the Spirit
of the North Healthcare Foundation is very happy
to work with this amazing community minded

We will continue to direct funds to the Regional
Cardiology Strategy, as our area of greatest need,
until the full funding has been accomplished.

If you too would like to give
from your heart to this or any
Spirit campaign, please contact
the office at 250-565-2515.
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Northern Health
—Spirit of the North Payroll Lottery $$
Northern Health staff and employees, full time or part time who Support the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation through the payroll lottery could win big! Each payday the entries ($5 deduction per entry) will be automatically deducted from your pay by NH Payroll. Half of your entry is a non-tax-deductible contribution to the
Foundation; the other half is placed in a prize pool. One hundred percent (100%) of that prize pool is awarded to
one employee by way of a token draw on each payday Friday. Last year's average prize was $11,300!
Just some of the equipment that NH staff have helped purchase are:
ECG Monitor
Ceiling Lift
Audiometer
Billirubin Meter
Rhapsody Bathing System Tub
Holmium Laser
2 Video Intubation Platforms

Here’s what one very happy Northern Health employee
had to say about being a lucky lottery winner.
“Like many NH employees, every week I play the Spirit of The North
Staff Lottery. Playing the staff lottery is an easy way to support the
wonderful work SOTN does for our northern communities. Knowing
that half of the money raised goes directly into healthcare service
and equipment improvements in the north is important to me personally and professionally. I have always felt very privileged to live
and work in this great community, so giving back in a small way
through the lottery is an easy decision for me.
When we play the SOTN lottery every pay day we all hope to be the
one that gets that phone call telling us that we are the lucky winner.. and on September 15th I was blessed enough to receive that
phone call. Words cannot describe how excited I was to be told my
employee number had been drawn. I was lucky enough to receive
that call during work so my co-workers and even the residents of the
Bulkley Lodge got to share in my excitement. Thanks to my SOTN
lottery win, in just a few short weeks my husband and I will be enjoying a much needed vacation to Mexico and will be celebrating my
40th birthday in style!
I would encourage everyone to play the SOTN lottery to support a
valuable cause in our community.….and hey, you never know, you
too could get that phone call one day. ~Marzena Motz

Congratulations, Marzena!

Infant Warmer
Duodenoscope
Seers Medical Tilt Table
Ultrasound Chair
Steady Mate Walker & Mobile Weight Rack
Centrifuge
7 Alcon-Centurion Ozil Handpieces

Funds raised for the Foundation through this
draw are designated for purchase of equipment
to bring the best of care, close to home in the
North.

Chances are 1 in (total tags in the barrel) to win
the grand prize BC Gaming Event Licence #97846

Know your limit, play within it.
Problem Gambling Help Line 1-888-795-6111
www.bcresponsiblegambling.ca

1
9
+
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2017 Festival of Trees
Nov 24 ~ Dec 3
This year’s Festival of Trees themed Merry and
Bright was definitely just that! Celebrating our 24th
Annual Festival can only be attributed to our many
amazing volunteers, donors, supporters, sponsors,
and the general public! We sincerely thank you all.
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This year’s Fundraising Gala Auction sponsored
by Northland Auto Group was a huge success
with funds from our Live Auction designated to a
Breast Tomosynthesis—an additional component
to compliment our new Breast Health Imaging
Centre.
Thank you to all who attended and donated so
generously towards this item!

Making a difference for patients
right here at home in the North
…. where we work, live and play!

WE ARE SO EXCITED THAT NEXT YEAR MARKS THE 25TH SILVER
ANNIVERSARY OF FESTIVAL OF TREES!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOVEMBER 23—DECEMBER 2, 2018
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New Faces at Spirit of the North
Curtis Mayes
Community Giving Coordinator
Curtis joined the Spirit of the North in October 2017. Born in Quesnel and having lived in Prince
George most of his life, he feels a strong connection to the community. While attending
university in Kamloops, he was very involved in volunteering and worked extensively with the
food bank resulting in a Star Supporter Award. After graduating from Thompson Rivers, he
returned to Prince George to work in Finance as a Credit Officer before returning to the non-profit sector, helping
groups apply for funding through Community Gaming Grants. He believes that you should leave the world in a better
state than you came into it and the Spirit of the North’s goal of providing advancements in healthcare strongly aligns
with this philosophy. His role includes managing and coordinating community fundraising efforts while maintaining and
identifying relationships with volunteers, sponsors and supporters.

Amee Parisian
Client Relations Assistant
Amee joined the Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation team in November 2017. She first
got involved in the community right after high school by doing some volunteer work. She
enjoyed helping clean up downtown, as one of her favourite things to do is to attend all the
wonderful community events that Prince George has to offer. Although not born here, she
prides herself in having been a long time resident of PG and is very eager to get more involved
and give back to the community. She happily joins our team as the Client Relations Assistant
and looks forward to meeting and greeting all our wonderful donors.

The New Breast
Health Imaging
Centre at UHNBC
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A new Breast Health Imaging Centre opens
Last fall a capital campaign for $500,000 was initiated to
support the peripheral equipment needed to complement the digital mammography units funded by the
Province. The addition of this equipment would take it
from a mammography clinic to a one stop breast health
imaging centre.
This one stop centre provides centralized, rapid-access
care for patients in PG and surrounding communities
that will consolidate breast screening through state of
the art digital mammography diagnostics, ultrasound,
and treatment all in one location, eliminating the need
for multiple visits across different sites.
The initial fundraising was done through the Spirit’s signature event the Festival of Trees. Proceeds from Miracle Theatre performances in February and March were
also included as well as many other private donations
along the way. Additionally the Auxiliary to the University Hospital celebrated Canada’s 150th Birthday by
providing $150,000 to this cause. That was one terrific
Birthday gift!

Many in the same boat
Sadly, few of us have been untouched by breast
cancer. We thank the Northbreast Passage Dragon Boat Society for their $2,500 contribution to
the UHNBC Breast Health Imaging Centre.

Thanks to all these incredible donations, this campaign
has been completed.
The clinic is going to make it great for women and men
to be able to get the care they need immediately—no
waiting period.

Thank you!

“This centre with its state of the art equipment
and support will make the frightening experience
of a positive diagnosis a little bit easier.” says Barbara Old, President of the Northbreast Dragon
Boat Society.
Spirit of the North is thankful that those who
have experienced this situation first hand have
been supportive. They are our best advocates for
what changes are needed and how this approach
supports a better standard of patient care in the
North.
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CEO Corner

2017/2018
Board of Directors

Judy Neiser

As 2017 comes to a close we reflect on a year full of successes
and accomplishments, but also on a year that saw the landscape
change in so many ways. For those who personally or had family
members who endured the horrific wildfires, our hearts go out to
all of you.
To those who put summer vacation on hold to
volunteer for the cause, we applaud you. With each challenge
comes new opportunities, and in healthcare this is all too real.
Donors continue to relay to me time after time, that without
your health — good health — many other things don’t matter. I
have to agree and can assure you that the Board of Directors and
the team at Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation respect the
trust you place in us with your hard earned dollars and place
significant value on your wishes as a donor. For that reason we
manage our expenditures wisely so that 100% of your donations
can stay local and be directed to the area that you want to see
improvements in the area of equipment, education and
enhancements to healthcare.

Colleen Sparrow
President

Trevor Lutes
Past President

Selen Alpay
1st Vice President

Darcy Bryant
2nd Vice
President

Lance MacDonald
Secretary

Sean Kehler
Director

Jim Meier
Treasurer

Greg Houston
Director

When making year end donations, please consider the best way
financially for you to give. Every dollar has impact!
Ways to give include







Transfer of securities to offset capital gains
Monthly sustainable supporting
Transfer of Insurance, stocks or investments
Corporate sponsorship
Endowment / scholarship funding
Designated gifts

Rob Jarvis
Director

Dave Yarmish
Director

Carla Johnston
Director

Sean Friend
Director

Phil Peddie
Director

Director /Rep
Auxiliary to UHNBC

Wishing all of you happiness and health throughout the Holiday
Season and for 2018. From all of us to you. Merry Christmas!

Spirit of the North Healthcare Foundation
Atrium - University Hospital of Northern BC
1475 Edmonton Street
Prince George, BC V2M 1S2
Phone: 250-565-2515
E-mail: spiritofthenorth@northernhealth.ca

Linda Hohn

Steve Raper
Representative,
Northern Health

